Wheaton City Council
October 20, 2025
Minutes
Wheaton City Council met in regular session on October 20, 2025, at Wheaton City Hall. Members present were Brandon Shockley, Ryan Henderson, Kurt Hoemann, David Harris, and Mayor Luke Stucky. Others present were Abby Wilson, JoGina Park, Josh Kinnaman, Chief Clint Danforth, Chris Paullus, Jerry Swartz, and Randy Wallace.
Mayor Luke Stucky called the regular meeting to order at 6:02pm.
Chris Paullus, superintendent of Wheaton Schools, was present for Public Comment. He just wanted to make the council aware that the school would be placing a No Tax Increase Measure on the ballot in April 2026.
Kurt Hoemann made a motion to approve the September Council Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Brandon Shockley. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Kurt Hoemann made a motion to approve the September bills. Seconded by Ryan Henderson. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
As previously discussed, Cox Health Plans (insurance currently provided to employees) will be leaving the Marketplace available to the City as of December 31, 2025.
Kurt Hoemann made a motion to offer the following insurance plans to City employees as of January 1, 2026: Anthem Gold Blue Preferred health plan 8POY, Blue View vision plan 4AH8, and Dental Complete dental plan 3LQC. Seconded by Brandon Shockley. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
 Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Chief Danforth mentioned that he has gotten a complaint again about the smell and dust from the mill on Hurlbut St owned by Shane Bailey. Chief Danforth also told the council that he spoke to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) representative that came to Wheaton a few months ago regarding this issue, and the representative told him that he found nothing wrong. Chief Danforth will speak with Shane Bailey again.
Jerry Swartz, City Natural Gas Consultant, was present to speak with the council regarding an increase in Natural Gas prices. He stated that Spire will be raising their rates in 2026. The council advised JoGina Park to bring a new ordinance to the November meeting for them to review.
Ryan Henderson made a motion to remove David Shockley and Naomi Young from the Security Bank CD and to add Luke Stucky and David Harris to the Security Bank CB. Seconded by Brandon Shockley. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Ryan Henderson is asking for the Wheaton Fire Department if the Seagraves Fire Truck can be taken to the Cassville Christmas Parade. It will be hauled and gas paid for. Ryan Henderson has abstained from the conversation. The council agreed that it would be fine for the Fire Department to take the truck to the parade.
Josh Kinnaman presented the Maintenance Report to the council for review. He is also asking the council to hire a part-time utility employee to replace David Greek, who left the city at his own will earlier in the month. 
Ryan Henderson made a motion to place an ad for a part-time utility worker with pay based on experience. Seconded by David Harris. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Wheaton Municipal Court closed 8 cases in September and 9 people were at court in October. 
Chief Clint Danforth still looking to hire a new police officer. Has had a recent applicant. 
In September, the city Police Department responded to 56 service calls, 17 agency assists, performed 6 traffic stops, issued 4 warnings, issued 7 citations, made 2 arrests, worked 2 missing person cases, worked 1 stolen vehicle case, towed 2 vehicles, and responded to 9 lockouts. 
David Harris made a motion to go into Closed Session. Seconded by Ryan Henderson. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Closed Session attendance: Brandon Shockley, Ryan Henderson, Kurt Hoemann, David Harris, and Mayor Luke Stucky.
Ryan Henderson made a motion to come out of Closed Session. Seconded by David Harris. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes

Kurt Hoemann made a motion to hire a part-time police officer at a rate of $16.00 per hour with a 3-month probation period (as per the employee handbook). Seconded by Ryan Henderson. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
David Harris made a motion to maintain the current pay rate for Chief Clint Danforth at this time. Seconded by Brandon Shockley. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
Ryan Henderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Brandon Shockley. Motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
Brandon Shockley-yes				Ryan Henderson-yes		
Kurt Hoemann-yes				David Harris-yes
MEETING ADJOURNED


